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Beneficiary Designation Forms 

Federal Employees’ 
Group Life Insurance

Unpaid Employee 
Compensation

CSRS or FERS 
Retirement Benefits

Thrift Savings Plan

Standard Form 2823, Designation of Beneficiary, Federal 
Employees’ Group Life Insurance (FEGLI) Program, directs 
payment of FEGLI benefits, provided the insured did not assign 
ownership of Federal Employees’ Group Life Insurance to another 
party and these is no court order on file with the agency or OPM  
addressing FEGLI benefits.

Standard Form 1152, Designation of Beneficiary, Unpaid 
Compensation of Deceased Civilian Employee directs payment 
of any unpaid compensation owed to the employee or becomes 
payable after death.  This includes lump sum annual leave 
payments.

Standard Form 2808, Designation of Beneficiary for CSRS 
System and Standard Form 3102, Designation of Beneficiary 
for FERS System are used to designate who is to receive 
lump-sum payments which may be payable under the Civil 
Service Retirement System (CSRS) or the Federal Employees’ 
Retirement System (FERS) upon the death of an employee, 
former employee, or retiree. These forms do not affect the right 
of any person who is eligible for survivor annuity benefits.

The lump sum payment is the total lump sum credit to the 
individual’s credit in the Retirement Fund, and the annuity accrued 
and unpaid on the death of a retiree. If a survivor is eligible for a 
survivor annuity, the lump sum is not payable.  

Form TSP-3, Thrift Savings Plan Designation of Beneficiary, is 
used to designate beneficiaries to receive any remaining balance 
of civilian Thrift Savings Plan accounts upon the death of an 
employee, former employee or retiree.

There are specific designation forms addressing the five different types of Federal benefits.
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Order of Precedence

Exceptions to Order of Precedence:

Court Orders

FEGLI Assignment

Payments from FEGLI, TSP and  the retirement fund my be 
directed by a court order or a divorce decree.

Qualifying court orders supersede the order of precedence, 
including beneficiary designations.

FEGLI benefits may be “assigned” to an individual, corporation 
or trust.  Benefits are paid to the beneficiary selected by the 
assignee.

Order of Precedence

Federal benefits are paid according to the following order of precedence:

     First: to your designated beneficiary;

     Second:   if none, to your widow or widower;

     Third: if none of the above, to your child or children in equal shares;

     Fourth: if none of the above, to your parents in equal shares;

     Fifth: if none of the above, to the executor or administrator of your estate;

     Sixth: if none of the above, to the next of kin under the laws of the State   
  where you lived at the time of your death.
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Beneficiary Designations

Are  your 
beneficiary designations 

up to date?

Order of Precedence

Designation of 
Beneficiary on File

Cancel Prior 
Designations

If you are satisfied with the order of payment listed in the 
Order of Precedence, you do not need to file a designation of 
beneficiary.

If you have a completed beneficiary designations on file, make 
sure that it remains current and reflects your intentions.

Review your designations periodically and complete new 
beneficiary designations as necessary. You may consider 
completing new designations upon marriage, divorce, death 
of a named beneficiary or change in address of a named 
beneficiary.

You may cancel previous designations and return to payment 
under the “order of precedence” by completing beneficiary 
designations stating ”Cancel Prior Designations”.  You must 
complete specific beneficiary designation forms for each type 
of Federal benefit.


